
 

 

    
JANUARY 

 CALENDAR 
 

January 1 

  New Year‟s Day 

 
January 3 
  Shenandoah Region Membership Meeting at  

Jim Barnett Park, Social Quarters, War Me-
morial Building..  See Club Meetings, pg. 2. 

 

January 17 

  Shenandoah Region Board of Directors 

meeting.  See Club Meetings, pg. 2 
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Happy New Year to each of you!! 

 

 I hope this column finds each of you basking in the after-

glow of a wonderful Christmas and a grand New Year‟s celebration!  

The coming year will present many new challenges to the way of 

life we have been so fortunate to have become accustomed to in past 

years.  We will persevere, however, and continue to enjoy our coun-

try, our lives and our hobby in spite of the obstacles to be placed in 

our paths. 

 The Christmas dinner meeting was a rousing success, and a 

“good time was had by all”.  We owe a great debt of gratitude to 

Duane and Bonnie who spent many hours of planning and organiz-

ing, arranging, registering, and care-taking to make the dinner as 

successful as it was.  Thanks also to Art Bragg for his emcee duties 

in the installation of the 2013 officers and board members, and for 

his gracious service in providing the door prizes.  We want to thank 

Wes Belcher for his services as Vice President last year, and Jim 

Stup for his wise counsel as a board member.  I know these gentle-

men will continue to provide advice in their capacities as “emeriti”.  

I look forward to working with our new VP, Mark Dinsmore, and 

Jim‟s replacement, Gerry Lunt.  These guys have a wealth of knowl-

edge to share, and we will use all of it!! 

 The first planning meeting for the Apple Blossom show 

was held on the Thursday before the dinner meeting.  Things dis-

cussed were the application form, and whether or not to condense it 

to a smaller page to save funds in printing, vendors, parking, rain 

date, and additional vehicles to be shown.  We have decided to wel-

come all cars 1987 and earlier to the show, and to have a “People‟s 

Choice” or “Participant‟s Choice” awards for the top 20 cars in the 

show. The awards would be presented at the show with the Oustand-

ing Car awards and Specialty awards.  These choices will include 

every car on the field, be it AACA judged or not. It is felt that this 

will provide a small incentive for the community of “car people” to 

come to our show.  It is hoped that any reticence to this addition will 

be allayed by the enthusiasm generated by having a greater variety 

of cars on the field.  To paraphrase Gordon Gecko, “Growth is 

Good!”. 

 I hope to see everyone at the January meeting, with a good 

participation in the auction.  Please search through your garages and 

basements and come up with some good items to auction.  This is 

always a really fun meeting, and does provide some important funds  

for the club. 



 

 

           3-Bonnie Catlett 

               Jim Heltzel            

     7-Tom Rissler                                      

     10-Dickie Wolfe 

           14-Judy Powell 

                Margaret Sandretzky 

                Ed Simmons 

           18-Janet Sine 

           20-Clayton Bennington 

           26-Frances Unger 

           29-Lisa Cadwallader 

January  
Birthday Wishes to: 

Club News 
JANUARY MEETINGS 

Our January Membership Meeting will be held 

on January 3 at the War Memorial Bldg. Social 

Center,  Jim Barnett Park at 7:00 PM.   This 

will be our annual auction meeting hosted by 

Carol & Mike Witt.   Bring something for our 

expert auctioneer Lynn Anderson to pitch. 

     

The Board of Directors Meeting will be held in 

Perkins Restaurant on January 17. 
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IT‟S TIME ONCE AGAIN TO PAY OUR SHENAN-

DOAH REGION DUES FOR 2013.  THE DUES ARE 

STILL $15 FOR A FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.  

PLEASE WRITE A CHECK MADE OUT TO SHEN-

ANDOAH REGION AACA AND GIVE IT TO BON-

NIE AT THE DECEMBER 6 MEMBERSHIP MEET-

ING OR MAIL IT TO HER IF UNABLE TO MAKE 

THE MEETING. 

 

AACA MEMBERSHIP IS A REQUIREMENT FOR 

SHENANDOAH REGION MEMBERSHIP, SO 

WHILE YOU HAVE YOUR CHECKBOOK OUT, 

MAKE ONE OUT TO AACA AND SEND IT IN.  YOU 

SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN A BILL FOR 2013 AACA 

MEMBERSHIP WITH YOUR SEPTEMBER/

OCTOBER ISSUE OF ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE.  

YOU CAN ALSO RENEW ONLINE AT 

WWW.AACA.ORG.  HAVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

NUMBER AND A VISA OR MASTERCARD READY. 

Our annual “cookie exchange” meeting was very well attended 

and LOTS of usual and unusual cookies were on hand to satisfy 

any cookie monsters in the crowd. (photo below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duane and Bonnie Catlett‟s grandkids Ryleigh and Micah were 

there to draw 50-50 and marble game tickets. (photos below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Smith noted the room rental at the park for possible 

movie nights was going to be $75.  Discussion concerning pos-

sible attendance suggested it would not be worth the money, so 

movie nights will not be further considered. 

Our next big event was the Club Christmas party on December 

15.   After the Invocation by Peter Ford, members had their fill 

of roast turkey and ham, salad,  roasted potatoes, carrots and 

corn and apple cobbler for dessert. 

President Smith introduced the 2013 Officers and Board mem-

bers, then Art Bragg took over the MC duties and read the In-

stallation charge to them.  2013 Officers are: President—Barry 

Smith, Vice-President—Mark Dinsmore, Secretary —Carol 

Witt, Treasurer—Bonnie Catlett,  Board members are: 

Continued, pg. 3 
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FOR SALE 

1956 Chevy Gasser, black, 4-spd, straight front axle 

(1972 Buick GS convertible, white w/black top, white inte-

rior. 

1972 Chevy Nova 2-dr, V8 auto, A/C, PS.  Reduced, $16,900 

1939 Plymouth 2-dr sedan street rod, 318 V8, auto., PS, PB, 

red.  $19,500. 

For any of the above  vehicles call Jack at 540-323-7946.   

„Thompson Repair/Tune-up Manuals.  1930-1948.  All cars, 

trucks, tractors.  Total of 30 books w/display rack.  Mint 

condition.  $100.  Call Wayne Patteson, 540-667-4277 

1933 Plymouth 4-dr sedan.  New paint and interior.  Engine 

area needs detailing.  Contact Jim Tillery at 703-973-8927 

or toilleryjd@gmail.com or Gene Ramey at 540-459-8440. 

(photo below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1990 Buick Reatta 2—seat convertible with disappearing 

top.  Very nice condition, well kept rare vehicle.  $9500.  

Bob Pierce, 540-533-5694. (photo below). 

WITH SYMPATHY 

To Bob & Elsie Grant at the passing of their brother-in-law 

and former Shenandoah Region member James Robertson. 

GET WELL 

George Weidig is progressing from his back surgery at his 

daughter‟s house in NC.  He will be back in Winchester 

before Christmas. 

 

Annette Walsh is doing OK after gall bladder surgery 

 

Elsie Grant is feeling better now. 

We wish all these valued members speedy recoveries. 

 We are formulating some plans for events during 

2013, with the tireless efforts of our Event Director, Bob Engle.  

We would like some ideas from the membership as to possible 

tours, road trips, speakers, programs, and whatever you would 

like to see happening with our group.  Some museum trips have 

been floated about, with some interesting destinations.  Our bus 

trip last year was really great, and we will have to go some to 

beat it, but let‟s go for it!! 

 Once again, Happy New Year to each of you, and let‟s 

see if we can outdo ourselves next year!! 

From The President, cont‟d from pg. 1 

Club News continued 

Curt Mason, Bob Engle, Jerry Lunt and Rich Largent (photo 

below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Pierce then gave some history of the Big Steering Wheel 

award (see pg. 7) and announced the 2012 winners,  George and 

Lynn Travers.  Curt Mason, 2011 Steering Wheel Award win-

ner joined Bob, and together they gave a description of why 

George and Lynn deserved  this recognition. (photo below). 

George and Lynn have been long time Shenandoah Region 

members and they have represented the club at literally hun-

Continued, pg. 7 
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For 6 days starting November 9 I had the opportunity to do a 

car museum tour in 3 states.  It was the opportunity to do some-

thing I had wanted to do for a long time.  The only thing I had 

to do was get to Columbus, OH, and I did. 

   

Saturday dawned bright and clear with a south to north wind 

blowing at  30 mph and temperatures in the 60‟s, so it was off 

to Shipsawana, IN via state highways.  I passed the Honda plant 

in western OH that produces all Honda cars and engines.   

SUVs and trucks are built elsewhere.  The plant covers about 3 

square miles.  We arrived at the Hostettler Hudson collection at 

opening time.  This collection is a new $3 million facility and is 

state of the art for comfort of the cars and spectators. 

 

On display are about 50 cars from 1909 to 1956 with about 15 

cars on loan to other museums throughout the country at any 

one time.  There were no „34s on display and we were later to 

find out  they were on loan to the Gilmore museum in Michigan 

and the LeMay museum in Washington state. I was in atten-

dance at the grand opening of this collection in 2007. This tour 

took about 2 hours and we were off to the next destination, the 

RV Motor Coach Museum and library in Elkhart, IN. I didn‟t 

expect this to be much of a museum tour, but I was shocked to 

find out later that it was very close to being the highlight of the 

trip. 

 

A 3 hour tour revealed the very interesting history of the camp-

ing and RV set.  On display are gallery after gallery of historic 

motor homes and pull-behind campers from as far back as 

1915.  Everyone camped in horse drawn wagons unless you had 

a private rail coach.  All the big names in campers and RVs are 

represented and the featured marques for the fall season were 

Winnebago and Starcraft, each having on display new state of 

the art campers.  There were 150 vehicles displayed in period 

galleries making for a very interesting tour.  I can‟t say enough 

good about this museum, a must see in northern IN. Since we 

had only enough time for 2 museums a day, we set out for 

Kalamazoo, MI for dinner and sleep. 

 

The Checker factory is being torn down in Kalamazoo.  It was 

closed down when Checker went out of business in 1982.  We 

stayed in Battle Creek just east of Kalamazoo for the night. 

 

Sunday morning we were off to the Gilmore museum in Hick-

ory Corners.  You won‟t find it on a map because it isn‟t there.  

Triangulated between the two mentioned cities and about 15 

miles north, the Gilmore is on a totally flat campus with lots of 

trees and the buildings are old barns renovated into car display 

spaces.  There are exceptions though like the stainless steel 

diner and the art deco Shell service station   The main gallery is 

complete with theater and meeting and conference rooms, mu-

seum store and restrooms.  Everything is done in walnut trim 

and is exquisite to see with tin ceilings and good lighting.  At-

tached to the main building is the main gallery featuring Hud-

sons, 5 from Hostettlers and 5 on loan from individuals.  In this 

main building is the Checker collection and the HH Franklin 

collection, a steam car collection and 25 other cars.  I must say 

that all cars were unique and fine examples of various manufac-

turers. 

Out the south door and across the street is a Model A Ford col-

lection and next door is the Pierce Arrow collection.  The Clas-

sic Car Club of America barn is next door displaying cars on 

the main floor and in hay lofts.  An old train depot is the site of 

the hood ornament and mascot museum displaying about 3000 

pieces.  We wandered through the Cadillac and LaSalle mu-

seum and lunched at the steel diner for the very reasonable 

price of about $5.50.  We missed the motorcycle and miniatures 

museum both on site, but just ran out of time. 

 

It was 2 hours to South Bend, IN and the next museum.  South 

Bend is the home of Studebaker and Oliver tractor, one gone 

after 115 years of wheeled vehicle production and the other still 

manufacturing products.  Our destination was the South Bend 

Heritage and Studebaker Museum.  We arrived at 3:15 pm to 

find out it was only 2:15 central time, so we set out on a 3 hour 

tour of 3 floors starting with the national treasury gallery of 

historical coaches by Studebaker built for presidents of the 19th 

century and the Lafayette coach owned by the Studebaker fam-

ily since 1870.  It was built in 1825 and used by Lafayette for 

his 1826 tour of the US.  The oldest Studebaker cars I had ever 

seen are here dating back to 1902.  Studebaker built wheelbar-

rows, munitions wagons,  conestoga wagons, caissons, and road 

equipment, all horse drawn, as well as coaches and buggys.  In 

the 1870s Studebaker was the largest wheeled vehicle producer 

in the world and produced autos, both electric and gas, through 

1966, plus jet engines and amphibious craft for the military.  

All of this was displayed in this modern facility. Tippacanone 

Place, the huge stone house of John Studebaker, is on the far 

corner. 

 

Off to Auburn, IN for the night and the next day was to be a 

two museum tour and a long awaited purchasing spree at the 

Graham-Paige and Hupp factory parts department store.  I did 

not get into this store due to the illness of the only employee 

who works there.  What a disappointment for me, but we did  

get to spend four hours in the Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Mu-

seum in the original showroom and design studio facility with 

two floors of  ACD cars and a nice display of other Indiana 

built cars.  There were over 130 car marques manufactured in 

Indiana since 1895.  It was a guided tour for each gallery and 

then time left to wander at your own pace.  It rained then 

snowed while we were in the museum only to come out  at 

noon to a dry, cloudy day. 

 

Behind the ACD museum is the old Auburn plant now home to 

the National Auto and Truck Museum whose base is the Inter-

national Harvester collection.  This museum houses about 200 

vehicles on the main floor running from the 1920s to modern 

muscle cars and in the basement is the IH collection of 80 

trucks of all sizes including two prototype Scouts.  There are 

eight other museums in Auburn, but time did not allow me to 

see all of them.  It just wasn‟t in the schedule. 

 

Tuesday was a clear and chilly day with temperatures in the 40s 

and we were off  to  Dayton, OH  to see the Wright brothers 

home town.  The morning tour of the Packard Museum  of  

Dayton housed  a 1913 Packard dealership.  I see why  vintage 

and antique cars are becoming known as art and sculpture after 

viewing the cars here.  Cars from 1909 to 1958, including the 

only ‟58 Packard Hawk convertible, two Twin-6  Packards and 

Continued. pg. 7 

Eric Kirk recently joined a group touring some very well 

known automotive museums in the Midwest.  Following 

is his diary of this marathon trip. 
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The following article has been reprinted from Upton Motor News,  newsletter of the Pennsylvania Dutch Region AACA The arti-

cle, by Van Webster explores some of the problems brought on by fueling motor vehicles with ethanol-laced gasoline.  We are pay-

ing higher prices all around for this “fuel” in the form of lower mileage and thus higher state and federal taxes, higher prices for 

corn based products for consumption liked baked goods and meats from animals that are fed corn like beef and pork, repair costs 

for our antique cars that were not designed to use ethanol, and I‟m sure there are many of us that can report other problems with 

using ethanol fuels. Corn farmers love it, but my question is….”why are we doing this??”  I heard a news report recently that we 

will be self sufficient for petroleum products in 20 years, so the “cut imports” argument will not work.  Will we then knock off the 

ethanol gasoline requirement.?  Don‟t count on it. 
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limo and chauffer driven cars from all eras.  Two buildings with 

not only cars, with all types of Packard dealership and service 

department items like cans, shelving, tools etc . all with the 

Packard name on them.  The Wright Brothers area of Dayton 

now consists of  only  the Wright bicycle shop.  All other re-

lated  buildings of the neighborhood they lived in were  torn 

down in the 60s, almost completely erasing them from Dayton, 

but it  is a must see none the less.   In Springfield, OH I toured 

the Westcott house built in 1904 for the Westcott family by 

Frank Lloyd Wright.  This house sits in a neighborhood of  Vic-

torian homes and this one looks out of place. 

 

Wednesday was return home day, so I headed east on I-70 to 

Newark to the Heisey Glass Museum and then on to Cambridge 

to the Imperial Glass Museum.  I am heavy into glass also and 

have been for years, so these were on my itinerary after the car 

museum group broke up in Columbus, OH the night before.  

What a trip and now marked off my to-do list but enough muse-

ums left to see to get  another visit together at another time. 

Eric Kirk‟s article, continued from pg. 4 

dreds of meets and events.  Stories of their concern for fellow 

members are legion and they invariably take the tail end posi-

tion of fun runs and caravans to assist anyone whose vehicle 

has become disabled.  This provides great comfort to members 

who know that with George and Lynn in the group, nobody will 

be left behind.  (photo below of George, Lynn and Curt in front 

of the award). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don‟t forget this moth‟s auction meeting.  Plan to attend, but 

also plan to bring something to auction off. 

Club News, cont‟d from pg. 3 



 

 

SHENANDOAH REGION AACA 

2013 OFFICERS 

President 

Barry Smith 

104 Launchris Dr. 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-667-9275 

Vice-President 

Mark Dinsmore 

205 Mill Race Dr.. 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540722-6209 

Treasurer 

Bonnie Catlett 

5601 Middle Rd. 

Winchester, VA 22602 

540-869-6668 

Secretary 

Carol Guyer-Witt 

1803 Berryville Pike 

Winchester, VA 22603 

540-303-1948 

Bob Engle 

501 Brill Rd. 

Star Tannery, VA 22654 

540-465-8680 

2013 BOARD MEMBERS 

Rich Largent 

107 Wakeland Dr. 

Stephens City, VA 22655 

540-868-2698 

Jerry Lunt 

1621 Lockes Mill Rd.. 

Berryville, VA 22611 

540-955-2696 

Curt Mason 

3735 Summit Pt. Rd. 

Charles Town, WV 

304-724-7008 

Duane Catlett 

5601 Middle Rd. 

Winchester, VA 

22602 

Bill Shepherd-newsletter editor 

361 Liza Kates Ln. 

Winchester, VA 22603 

540-888-0209 

blshep3@gmail.com 

Sarah Kilmer-Sunshine Lady 

514 Warm Springs Ave. 

Martinsburg, WV 

304-267-2326 

P.O. BOX 3326 

WINCHESTER, VA 22604 

Shenandoah Region website:  www.sraaca.com.  E-mail: shenandoahregion@gmail.com 
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